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KENN 

Thanks to Julia Bush for this photo from 2013 

Spring  is  not far away. 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  308 APRIL 2014    

2 

 
The Parish of Yatton Moor 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn,  
All Saints’, Kingston Seymour  

St Mary the Virgin, Yatton 
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
at Kingston Seymour Village Hall 

 
Sunday 27th April at 7.00pm 

 
Following 6.00pm Evensong  

at All Saints, Kingston Seymour 
 
 
Copies of the  Parish of Yatton Moor Annual 
Report for 2014 will be available in all 
churches - please take one per family. 
 

    Julia and John 

April Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
1st   Clare Hibbs 
          Mike  Beardshaw  
3rd   Antonis Papasolomontos 
       Avril Withyman 
4th   Rosie Treble 
6th   Andrea Walters 
7th   Jo Batten 
        Archie James Alexander 
8th   Emma Brooks (Fenwick) 
10th   Anna Edwards         
13th   Troy Gale 
16th   Brian Cook 
19th   Spencer Jordan  
          John Ball  
21st   Barbara Middleton 
22nd  Liz Jaehme 
23rd   Mary Willcox 
          Talitha Stowell 
24th   Margaret Ball 
          Emily Golding-Ellis 
25th   Jeannie Bessant 
          Ruby Bessant 
          Harry Bessant 
28th   Theresa Walters 
29th   Miles Naish 

KENN ALTAR GUILD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APRIL ROTA 
 

Irene Stowell and Margaret Bessant 
(with help from friends as Irene is not well) 

Church Floodlighting 
 
Our Church was lit on Sunday 16th March 
for Evensong; 
 
and again on Tuesday 18th to mark the First 
Anniversary of the passing of  our dear 
friend Raymond Naish at the request of his 
family. 

Our  Flag   
 
was flown  at half-mast on 1st March to mark 
the passing of  our    former organist  Mary 
Holmes who died on  26th February. 
 
It was also at half-mast on Tuesday 11th 
March for her funeral service at St. Mary the 
Virgin  church at Yatton. 

Simnel Cakes 
 
 

As usual I will be making Simnel cakes,  
 

Large £6 Small £4  
for delivery at Easter 

 
Order by phone 01275 873554  

or to the Quercus mailbox please. 
 
 

Profits to the Blay Family in Ghana  
(see next page) 

The next Late Night Worship will be held at 
Yatton  Methodist Church  on  

Friday, 4th April 2014 starting at 8.00pm. 
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Kenn March Family Service  
23rd March 
 
This was all about the Good Samaritan. 
 
After the usual Bible reading of the story 
Diana narrated a drama of the story, acted out 
by Warren and Diana's company of travelling 
puppet actors (ably 'helped' by members of 
the congregation). 
 
Newcomer puppets Monty and Martha were 
the hapless traveller and his assailant, Hector 
played the priest who 'passed by on the other 
side'. 
 
Tiny Mouse was the Levite, 'ditto'.   
 
Then along came brand new 'Bunny' to the 
rescue.   
 
After all that drama we also attempted a lovely 
new hymn, quite well actually.  
 
As usual we shared chat and coffee after the 
service. 

 
Julia Bush 

 
NB Never realised Samaritans had such big 
floppy ears! 
 
ALSO, if you are interested in early notice of 
new hymns, if you can give Warren your email 
details he could send you the Youtube link so 
you can practice. 
 

Easter Vestry Meeting 
 
Following the Family Service the Annual 
Easter Vestry Meeting was held in church. 
 
Warren chaired the meeting, thanking, not 
only retiring wardens Julia and John for their 
work, but the many others in the village and 
congregation for their help. 
 
Julia Bush and John Ball were then 
unanimously  re-elected to everyone‘s relief. 
 

     Margaret Ball 

News from Ghana 
 
I have been in contact with the Blay Family for 
over 30 years, over that time the people of 
Kenn have generously supported them by 
buying cakes etc.  
 

Recently I was concerned when Mr Emanuel 
Blay called me and let slip that he was really 
quite ill. I wrote to his eldest son Denis, who 
must now be in his late 30s. 
 
Email from Denis 
 

Dear TC and J Bush, 
 

I received your card on 11/3/14.  
 

Thanks for all you have done  since our 
childhood, may the Almighty God bless you all 
and replace all you have given to us.  
 

I now work as a messenger at the Institute of 
Distance Learning in Kumasi*. I'm married 
with two children, a girl and a boy, staying and 
looking after Daddy with Mary (sister) and 
Michael (brother), I mean in one house so we 
can take good care of him. Mary is learning 
seamstress while Michael is a painter. 
Genevieve is a hairdresser and Jerome has 
completed University but how to get a job is a 
little bit difficult here in Ghana, so it seem he 
work on his own, he also married with two 
boys.  
 

Adeline has been wedded with  one baby boy 
recently working as store attendant. So three 
of us lives with Daddy to take good care of our 
father, the others live not too far from us and 
visit as time goes on. I am the elder son so I 
have to stay with him by our culture, if not who 
will look after him for you, Nobody. And I don't 
know if it is the injury or ageing which is 
causing the illness, because sometimes he 
get ill and sometimes too he is well. It is on 
and off, that's why he complain to you most of 
the time, we are sorry about that. Thanks 
again for everything and God bless you and 
all your friends and family as a whole. Hope 
Rachel and Felicity  are doing well, 
Wishes you all the best. 

 

     Denis Blay 
 
* The Uni at Kumasi where Mr Blay was a Medical 
stores man and later a lab technician where he suffered 
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Warren writes…  
 
doesn‘t time fly!  Diana and I moved from my previous group of parishes (Benefice) a year ago on 
the 21

st
 March, 2013 on my retirement from the Anglican Province of the Church in Wales.   

 
I was sad to leave the place which had become my ‗home‘ over a twelve year period and, to be 
honest we still miss very much the many friends made there.  I‘m sure we will keep in touch.  Even 
so, we looked forward with great excitement and expectation to moving to the West Country and in 
particular, I felt the timing was right when the window of opportunity came and that it was a clear 
answer to prayer to what the next chapter of our lives would be.  
 
I was licensed as a ‗house for duty priest, with responsibility for Kenn and Kingston Seymour  
parishes within the Yatton Moor Team‘ eighteen days after our arrival on the 8

th
 April, 2013.  Diana 

and myself have been overwhelmed by the warmth and kindnesses extended to us ever since.   At 
the time of moving and whilst packing at my former Vicarage, we heard that the weather was going 
to take a turn for the worst with heavy snow  forecast for the Meifod upper Mid-Wales region and 
also for many other parts of Britain including the West Country.  With this in mind, I asked the 
Removals Company if we could do our best to get away sooner rather than later, and we left late 
afternoon on the 21

st
 March (rather than the next day as originally planned.)  Our journey down to 

Somerset was difficult, and the road conditions very challenging because of the constant heavy rain 
and hail which eventually turned to snow.  We arrived late at Kingston Seymour and stayed 
overnight at ‗The Bridge Inn‘ (the Hungry Horse) near Lampley Road.  
 
The next morning we heard from friends back in Meifod that they had experienced over a foot and a 
half of snowfall that night so we got away just in time!  That morning, as we began our ‗moving in‘ 
we remember feeling so grateful to everyone for their very warm welcome, with people calling 
briefly to say hallo and to wish us well.  Also we were grateful for the kind thought of the provision of 
a ‗welcome in‘ pack of tea, coffee, milk, bread and other lovely gifts to greet us to Kingfisher 
Cottage. Our new home looked so lovely which was thanks to a generous ‗team of workers‘ that 
had striven to make it look as nice as possible, and they certainly succeeded in that.   
 
On this first anniversary we thank you once again for welcoming us amongst you and for making it 
easy to meet and to make new friends.  Twelve months on, we feel as if we have always known you 
and that it is a true blessing, a great privilege to be here. Time ‗plods on‘ and we are now well into 
the season of Lent.  In various places there are Lenten study courses and we are looking forward to 
Holy Week and Easter, of Spring turning into Summer, and please God, that it will be a warm, 
sunny  ‗proper‘ British Summer this year.  Maybe, by then the ‗local roads‘ will have been 
resurfaced and we may once again drive along them without fear of bouncing into one of the 
numerous pot-holes that have seemingly multiplied over a very wet and stormy winter period; which 
bounces me into my churchy bit (!). Lent is a period in which we can imagine ‗looking back‘ and use 
the imagery of looking back at a pot-holed road (!). The potholes represent our various failings in life 
and in the pothole we know there are shadows, those darkened places we need to present to God 
to put right. To be ‘filled in‘ by God‘s Grace and love. Our tears of repentance, our true sorrow of 
heart for whatever our failings of the past can ‗fall on the stuff that makes holy tarmacadam or holy 
concrete‘ with the Spirit of God working within so that ‗what was broken up‘ and ‗dented‘ becomes 
good and renewed. Perfected by grace we receive a true peace which passes all understanding. 
Healing and Calmness result and the road thereon made easier. For Jesus‘ lightens our load, 
makes our paths straight and leads us on the good, straight road toward our eternal home. There is 
a lovely prayer of absolution given in the Book of Offices and Hours which goes like this.      ―The 
Almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon and remission of all your sins, time for true repentance 
and amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.‖  Amen. Wonderful.  Do follow 
that spiritual road by faith and personal commitment to holy service, remain faithful to Christ and 
may God bless you and indeed all of us as we journey on together … don‘t fall into a rhyne (!)           
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The ladies of Kenn and Kingston Kombined in March for the 
Women‘s World Day of Prayer Service which was held at St. John the 
Evangelist, Kenn. 
 
Thanks go to Diana Williams for her talk, to Jo Manning for the music, 
to most of the ladies who took part and the honorary ‗women‘ who 
supported them. 
 
Special thanks to Julia for cooking the Egyptian style goodies. 

Just a few of the many happy people who enjoyed the Brunch at Kenn Village Hall on  
Saturday 29th March - nearly £500 was raised for The Church General Fund.   
Thanks go to all who helped in any way and to those who supported them 
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Brunch Thanks 
 
Thank you  to every one who gave time, 
goods and talents, e.g. ticket printing, ticket  
selling, donations of  provisions, muscle 
power etc. 
 
Then to those who helped on the day. 
 
Then to everyone who bought tickets and ate 
Brunch in a sunny Village Hall, filled with 
laughter and chatter. 
 
Then to everyone who helped clear up, 
remove the rubbish and so on. 
 
HOORAY! 

Julia Bush 
 
Oh, nearly forgot. At the time of typing, profit 
given to the Yatton Moor General Fund totals 
£488.92 
 

 
Mothering Sunday Service at Kenn 
 
The day before Mothering Sunday, Freya, 
Harry, Ruby, Jeannie, Drew and Polly met in 
the New Room and made up the posies for 
the Service. 
 
Every year they come and help, and this year 
they really did  splendid job. 
 
Sunday was bright and sunny, and about forty 
of us (children of all ages) enjoyed a service 
taken by Celia.  
 
The theme of the talk was taken from the 
Children's Society literature, about 'Letting Go' 
and how hard that is sometimes. 
 
Jo played a new hymn, which we managed 
quite well. After the posies were given out and 
the service finished we had drinks, chat and 
Simnel Cake. Yum. 

 
Julia Bush 

 
PS Thanks to Margaret Bessant, who got the 
flowers and helped with the posies, after a 
busy morning at the Brunch. 

 

April in Kenn 
 

Monday 7th  7.30pm at Kenn Village Hall 
KENN PARISH COUNCIL  

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Tuesday 8th Drum and Monkey 
Village Lunch - all welcome 

 
Wednesday 9th Kenn Village Hall 

7.30pm Kenn W.I. Meeting 
 

Saturday 12th Kenn Village Hall 
VILLAGE MARKET   

with COFFEE MORNING 
10.00-12noon 

 
 Saturday 26th Church Room 

CHARITY COFFEE MORNING 
10.00-12noon 
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Wedding of Chris Blake and Elizabeth McGivern - Saturday 17th May 
  
   
Elizabeth and I are finally tying the knot on the 17th May this year.   
 
We have been in the village now for over two years and love the warm reception we have 
had from the villagers.  We have made many friends in such a short time and decided to 
celebrate by having our evening reception in the Village Hall.   
 
There will be a bar, spit roast pig rolls and a live ceilidh band (barn dance) and caller.   
 

The evening starts at 7.30p.m. and is for over 18s only please.   
 

If you would like to come along and celebrate with us could you please contact either myself 
or Elizabeth so we can organise the catering.  We look forward to seeing you all soon. 
 

Many thanks, 
 
Chris Blake 
Orchard End, Kenn Street, Kenn, Clevedon BS21 6TN 
Tel. 01275 219639 
Mobile 07766 462120 
Email: mrchrisblake@gmail.com 

       THE VILLAGE MARKET 
 
Recently we added a new seller to our Market, dealing in 
CDs. In March we added another three new sellers to our 
list dealing in fresh fruit, craft work gifts and wood turned 
pieces.  
 
All these new faces commented on how friendly our Market 

is and are keen to keep coming to us. However as we have seen in the past they will only continue 
to support us if we support them.  
 
Some local markets are failing. We have a very wide selection of items on our tables - there is really 
something for everyone.                                                     

       USE IT OR LOSE IT!!! 
 

 Money from sale of refreshments last month went towards  
ingredients for the village                                                                                                                                          
Brunch on March 29th. 

 
The next Market is on April 12

th 

 
PLEASE COME 

 

Contacts:  Grace on 872948 or Joyce on 349676            
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Sarah Clark 01934 833307 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
Revd. Warren Williams  01934 833608 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball  874077 
  Mobile 078 1667 1304 
 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 
 

 

Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 

 North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

 News & Views:  
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
  Email: Margaret.john@btinternet.com 
      Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. 
Collectables  

and Jewellery 
Thursday 10th April 

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

 Wednesday prior 10am - 7:30pm 
Morning of sale  from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  
Thursday 5th June 10.30am  

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 3rd June  2pm - 5:30pm 
Wednesday 4th June 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 
 

Catalogues can be viewed at: 
www.clevedon-salerooms.com 

  
      

    Coffee Morning 
 
 
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday,   
12th April from 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 1st/8th/15th/22nd/29th April 
 
Dustbin -  8th/22nd April 
  
Green Waste - 1st/15th/29th April 

   
Kenn Women’s      

Institute 
Kenn Village Hall,  

7:30pm 
Wednesday 9th April 

North Somerset Times 
 

Copies of this local 
newspapers are freely 
available in the bar of the 
Drum and Monkey - 

Wednesday afternoons 
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BROADBAND IN KENN 
 
 

Most of you who use the internet will be familiar with the dreadfully slow broadband speeds that we 
experience in the village.  This issue has been looked into by a number of people in the village and 
whether the near future might hold some hope for improvement is yet to be seen.   
 
Stephen Brain (on his own behalf, not as part of the Parish Council) has asked me if I could try and 
find 4 or 5 people in the village who might be interested in getting together to investigate the issue 
further.  If anyone is interested in joining a small 'collective' please let me know, or if you have any 
information that might be of use, please drop me a line. It might also be useful to gauge interest in 
high speed broadband.  If this is something that you would use, please also let me know. 
  
Many thanks 

  
Chris 

  
Chris Blake 
Orchard End, Kenn Street, Kenn, Clevedon BS21 6TN 
Tel. 01275 219639 
Mobile 07766 462120 
Email: mrchrisblake@gmail.com 

THANK YOU 
 
I would like to thank all the people who have 
sent messages of support, or popped into see 
me, during my recent treatment for cancer of 
the oesophagus.  
 
Following an 11 hour operation, I am now on 
my second lot of chemotherapy which will end 
on May 6th. 
 
The whole experience has been very positive. 
My treatment by the NHS has been 
magnificent both at the BRI and Weston 
Hospital.  
 
The support of friends and neighbours has 
been inspirational and Marianna simply 
wonderful. 
 
Hopefully by June I will be able to reveal my 
now slim line self on to the wider world and be 
more sociable! 
 
 

Robin Mackay 

News from Cliff Edwards’ family 
 
Cliff‘s newest great-grand-daughter, Eliza-
beth, was born in Bristol two weeks ago, 
weighing 9lbs 12oz. 
 
Mother, Katie (who deserves a  medal) 
and babe are doing well, at home with 
Katie‘s husband, Boyan, who is a chef; so 
at least we know they are all eating well. 
 

Julia 

 

March 'New Room' Coffee Morning  
 

Thanks to the generosity of everyone at the 
March coffee morning,  

Ann Holtham and Margaret Bessant  
have forwarded £75 to  

Clevedon Care 
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Romilly and Jemima’s Incredible Coffee Morning 
 
On Saturday 1st March 2014, Romilly, aged 8 and Jemima, aged 6 organised a Coffee 
Morning for their friend Noah, aged 8. 
 
Noah had spent the past six months receiving chemotherapy and radiotherapy treatment for 
Hodgkin‘s  Lymphoma  and had missed out on an eight-year-old‘s normal social life, including 
his own birthday party! 
 
Romilly and Jemima‘s intention was to raise enough money to buy Noah a ‗nice‘ present to 
compensate for the things he had missed out on! 
 
Well, compensate became an understatement, because, when all the proceeds were 
counted, the total came to an astonishing £458.!! 
 
Noah‘s ‗nice‘ present has become any eight-year-old‘s dream of a two day visit to        
Legoland, including an overnight stay in the Adventure Room at Legoland Hotel!!  Plus a 
Helicopter Ride at Weston, later in the year! 
 
As Noah‘s grandparents, we are overwhelmed with the generosity of all who contributed to 
this amazing gift. 
 
Our special thanks go to Romilly and Jemima for their thoughtfulness and hard work in 
serving so many pieces of cake and cups of coffee! 
 
Also to their adult and teenage ‗assistants‘ who provided cheerful support. 
 
Our grateful  thanks go to all who contributed in any way to this wonderful present for Noah 
 

Jenny and John Croxton 
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Bird News 
 
Nothing locally as exciting as the Red Flanked Bluetail this month but a Great Spotted Cuckoo 
was on a golf course near Tenby for a fortnight. This species nests in Southern Europe so 
presumably it 'overshot' on its migration from Africa. Perhaps it will nest further north with a 
warming climate. It parasitizes crows and magpies, but unlike 'our' cuckoo does not destroy it's 
hosts eggs. The young cuckoo is raised with the young crows or magpies. If a predator 
threatens the nest the juvenile cuckoo emits a noxious smell which deters the assailant and 
preserves both the cuckoo and its  host's young;  so it might be a welcome addition to our UK 
breeding species. 
 
Nearer to home Terry Stamp reports two regular Kingfishers on the Kenn River and also an 
Otter. Chris Blake mailed me to say that Siskins had arrived on his feeder and I received similar 
news from a Yatton garden. Siskins seem to often turn up in late winter (or early spring) but 
they have been rather uncommon this year.  
 
John Ball has seen a pair of birds that he thought were Kestrels at the box by the village hall. 
Field voles have proliferated in the last few months, despite the wet weather and it could be a 
(much needed) bumper season for Owls and Kestrels if we have a fine spring and summer. 
 
The warm weather in early March persuaded one of my local Blackcaps to sing on the 5th and 
it was joined by a Chiffchaff on the 9th. Both were record early dates for me: last year I 
recorded record late dates to hear these songs. 
 
The Ravens that I mentioned last month at St Mary's church in Yatton have moved to a pylon 
on Congresbury Moor where they have built a large nest. Bryan Thompson said that there were 
another pair around Kenn Church, but they too seem to have moved on. 
 
There were large flocks of Dunlin 
at the sea wall early in the month, 
on one occasion being chased by 
a very optimistic Sparrowhawk, but 
by mid month they had moved on, 
with hardly any left.  
 
A Short Eared Owl was reported 
perhaps attracted by the 
aforementioned abundance of 
voles and the first Wheatears and 
Sand Martins arrived by the 19th 
but quickly passed through.  
 
April is the prime arrival month, 
with Swallows and House Martins 
being the most visible, but lots of 
rarer species will be heading north. 
 
Trevor Riddle  01934 835208.  
 

Great Spotted Cuckoo 
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ADVERTISEMENT- One bed Holiday chalet near Dartmouth £13,000 contact Lise Willcox or Alison 
Tucker 07768416738 
 
Wild boar x meat for sale, whole /half/ quarter pig butchered to order £3.40 per Kg, average pig 
weighs 35kg. Whole pig purchase would provide 20% discount to buyer, half pig would provide 10% 
discount. 
 

Contact Lise   07768416738 

Farming Notes 
 
How good it is to finally have some 
dry weather. The gardens are full 
of spring flowers. What a pleasure 
to see the bright colours. The mild 
wet weather has kept the land 
looking fresh and hopefully we will 
have an early spring. 
 

Unfortunately Jeff has had another  
serious case of sheep worrying by 
dogs. Two dogs attached his 
sheep near Wraxall and killed 15 
as well as mauling and mutilating 
another 20.  
 
Very distressing after all of the work and care involved in lambing. Fortunately the owner was 
identified and the dogs were later destroyed.  
 

I must stress again that owners of dogs must not allow them to run free anywhere near livestock. 
 

Miles Naish 

 
CREDIT WHERE IT’S DUE                     (Sorry, I should have printed   this last month—got lost in spam) 

 
Last week an old friend, who emigrated to New Zealand many years ago, phoned to check 
that all the family were OK.  She had seen on the news that lots of Somerset was flooded 
and knowing that we live  ―on the levels‖ was concerned that we were flooded. 
 
I reassured her that this area was unaffected even though we have experienced huge 
amounts of rain this winter. 
 
This conversation struck a chord with me. Lots of blame is thrown around when things go 
wrong, so here goes. 
 
THANK YOU, to all those involved in making sure that we have not suffered the awful 
flooding in other parts of Somerset. 
 
John Hayden 
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DRUM & MONKEY 

 
VILLAGE LUNCH - Tuesday 8th April 

Meet from 12 noon 
 

JAZZ ON SUNDAY—27th April  
6pm-8.30pm 

ROGER’S HOTSHOTS -  
free admission  - Menu available 

 
Monday 28th April 

From 6.00pm  
MEXICAN BUFFET 

(all you can eat) 
Booking advisable 

 
Every Wednesday – Quiz Night 

Roger’s Hotshots in March 

 
Saturday 26th April  -  10-12 noon 

 
CHURCH ROOM 

 
CHARITY COFFEE MORNING 
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SERVICES FOR APRIL 2014 
 

1st Sunday 6th April   
 
 THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – PASSION SUNDAY PURPLE 
 
10.00am  Team Communion at Cleeve 
 
 
2nd Sunday  13th  April    PALM SUNDAY RED 
 
8.00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
9.30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Claverham  
11.00am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
12.15pm Holy Baptism at Yatton   
6.00pm Evensong at Kingston Seymour*  
 
3rd Sunday  20th  April   EASTER DAY WHITE 
 
6.30am Sunrise Holy Communion at Cleeve followed by breakfast 
7.00am Cadbury Hill—short ecumenical service with the Methodists and other churches  
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Easter Communion & Decoration of Cross at Yatton  
9.30am Easter Holy Communion at Claverham  
11.00am  Easter Family Holy Communion  
  with Holy Baptism at Cleeve~ Ava Stoddart 
  (and with Easter Egg Hunt for the children)  
11.00am Easter Communion at Kenn  
11.00am Easter Communion at Kingston Seymour 
  
 
4th Sunday  27th  April THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER   WHITE 
 
8.00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
8.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*  
9.30am Parish Communion at Yatton   
10.00am Café Celebration at Court de Wyck School  
11.00am Family Service at Kenn  
6.00pm Holy Communion at Claverham *  
6.00pm Evensong at Kingston Seymour* followed by Yatton Moor APCM  at Village Hall 
6.00pm NO Ecumenical Evensong at Yatton 
 
 
 
  
 
 

* Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
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HOLY WEEK and EASTER SERVICES 2014        RED 
 
MONDAY 14th April 
11.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
7.30pm Compline Service with Meditation at Claverham  
8.00pm  Meditation & Compline at Yatton  
 
TUESDAY 15th April 
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
7.30pm Compline Service with Meditation at Claverham  
8.00pm  Meditation & Compline at Yatton  
 
WEDNESDAY 16th April 
10.00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
11.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
11.00am Holy Communion at Claverham  
7.30pm Compline Service with Meditation at Claverham  
8.00pm Meditation & Compline at Yatton  
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 17th April 
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
7.30pm Maundy Thursday Meal with Communion & Vigil at Yatton  
7.30pm Last Supper Communion Service at Cleeve  
9.00pm Watch ‗til Midnight at Kingston Seymour 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 18th April 
10.00am Stations of the Cross at Cleeve  
10.00am  Children‘s Workshop at Yatton  
11.00am  Devotional Service at Kenn  
2.00pm  An Hour at the Foot of the Cross at Kingston Seymour  
2.00pm  The Last Hour at Yatton   
2.00pm  The Last Hour at Claverham   
3.30pm  Ecumenical walk over Cadbury Hill  
 
EASTER EVE  SATURDAY 19th April 
8.00pm  Ceremony of New Fire at Yatton 
 
EASTER DAY  SUNDAY 20th April                                                                       WHITE 
6.30am Sunrise Holy Communion at Cleeve followed by breakfast  
7.00am Cadbury Hull—short ecumenical service with Methodists and other churches 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Easter Communion & Decoration of Cross at Yatton  
9.30am Easter Holy Communion at Claverham  
11.00am  Easter Family Holy Communion  
  with Holy Baptism at Cleeve~ Ava Stoddart 
  (and with Easter Egg Hunt for the children)  
11.00am Easter Communion at Kenn  
11.00am Easter Communion at Kingston Seymour  
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   KENN W.I. 
 
 

We were delighted to welcome two 
newcomers to the village to our meeting on 
12

th
 March.  We hope that they enjoyed the 

meeting and will want to join us. 
 

The speaker at that meeting was Vanessa 
Giltsoff who spoke to us about Canine 
Partners.  Sadly she was unable to bring her 
dog Carla with her as she was  unwell and 
must be kept away from infections.   
 
Once a dog has been fully trained it lives with 
its disabled owner and enables him or her to 
stay at home and enjoy greater 
independence.   
They are trained to deal with an individual‘s 
needs and can be trained to open doors or 
washing machines or hand the pegs or 
whatever is required.  They also learn to 
recognise when their owner becomes unwell 
and are able to sound the alarm.  They truly 
are remarkable.  Vanessa has promised to 
bring Carla to see us when she is better. 
 
At the April meeting David Wolf will give a talk 
entitled ‗The eyes have it‘, and will tell us all 
we need to know about our eyes.  Many of us 
have eye problems so we look forward to 
hearing him.  If you would like to hear him and 
perhaps ask a question you will be very     
welcome. The meeting is on Wednesday 9

th
 

April in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 
 
We have all been so sorry to hear that one of 
our stalwart members, Irene Stowell, is unwell 
and hope that she will be back with us at 
meetings soon. 
 
Plans are well under way for the Fashion 
Show on May 20

th
.  As soon as the Spring 

and Summer clothes are in stock at Edinburgh 
Woollen Mill our models will be going along to 
choose their outfits.  Tickets will be available 
in good time.  Proceeds will be shared with 
Clevedon Care. 
 

Ann Holtham 
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LENT LUNCHES 
 

Every Wednesday throughout Lent  
 

Soup and Roll  with cake and coffee 
Lunches are held at  
Cherry Tree House,  
Kenn Street, Kenn 

 
by kind invitation of  

John and Celia Andrews. 
 

From 12 noon - 2pm 
All Welcome 

Proceeds to Christian Aid 
 
 
 

Do you  

recognise the 

reporter? 
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MARY HOLMES   
John Andrews’ Sermon at her funeral   
 

There is a clergy joke which asks: ―What is the difference 
between an organist and a terrorist?‖  The answer, of course, is 
―You can negotiate with a terrorist.‖  It is a rather unfair 
stereotype of a group of women and men essential to our 
services and without whom the services would be greatly 
impoverished.  And Mary Holmes never fitted that stereotype. 
 
Rather, generations of clergy have good reason to give thanks 
not only for her musical ability, which was great, but also for her 
deep faith, her insight, her liturgical sensitivity, her knowledge 
and understanding of Church music, her adaptability and her 
ready willingness to serve.  
 
So it comes as no surprise that Mary chose the music for this 
service herself.  Praise my Soul the King of Heaven expresses Mary‘s love of God and her adoration.  The 
King of Love my Shepherd is  - a  version of the 23rd psalm  which expresses Mary‘s conviction that God was 
with her throughout her life to guard and protect and guide her.   Through all the Changing Scenes of life 
expresses Mary‘s trust in God and, again, her certainty that he was with her come what may, especially 
important as she bravely fought against illness for many years.   The psalm ―I will lift up mine eyes to the 
hills‖ is one which has long been beloved of people making actual physical journeys – it was originally used 
by Hebrew pilgrims on their way to  Jerusalem - but also by people on life‘s journey facing challenges and 
difficulties but still looking to God and trusting in him. 
 
You can see what I mean, can‘t you?, when I speak of Mary‘s liturgical sensitivity and her deep 
understanding. 
 
The picture above is typical and one of the ways in which many of us will remember Mary - seated at the 
organ, playing to the glory of God and in service of his Church, and smiling - always smiling.   
 
So we celebrate a life of Faith, a life of service of others, a life lived in the service of Christ and because of 
that we celebrate the Christian hope of eternal life. 
 
So this afternoon we gather not just to remember a death but to celebrate a life and to give thanks for our 
friend who contributed so much to all our lives.  
 
We shouldn‘t be too sad because Mary has passed from life to eternal life  - but of course we are  sad 
because we‘ve lost a much loved wife, mother, grandmother, neighbour, and friend.  We all love Mary and 
we‘re going to miss her and the fact she‘s not with us any more means there‘s a gap in our lives that can‘t be 
filled.  She has been a great encouragement, a wonderful example and a lasting inspiration. 
 
St Paul said (we heard it in our first lesson),  ―We would not have you ignorant brethren concerning those 
who have fallen asleep that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.‖  In our grief we remember 
there is hope and we have hope – the hope brought to us by Easter, the hope that is ours in the 
Resurrection Faith symbolised by the Paschal Candle standing by the altar burning brightly to dispel the 
darkness.   
 
The Faith that Mary holds – the Faith that is ours.  There is nothing at the end of the day to lighten the 
darkness of death compared with the resurrection hope which is the essential heart of the Christian Gospel – 
the Gospel to which Mary was true, the Gospel she lived by then and lives by now.  Christ is Risen.  And 
through Faith in him we too shall rise.  That is the promise of the Gospel - - - In my Father‘s house are many 
mansions  - - - and there‘s a place for all of us if we choose it. 
 
So when we think about Mary we recall all that she means to us and the great contribution she has made to 
our lives.  The friendship and the love given so generously; The support and help so willingly given; The wise 
counsel and encouragement offered. 
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Mary was born in Swindon 78 years ago, the eldest of five children.  She was educated at Commonweal 
School and then trained as a teacher at St Mary‘s College, Cheltenham.   When she was young she had a 
great love of sport – particularly tennis, hockey and table tennis.    She also added badminton, swimming and 
running  to that list. 
 
Mary was brought up as a Strict Baptist and at one time played the organ in that Church.  But never narrow 
minded and always open she also played from time to time at a Methodist Church and an Anglican Church in 
Swindon.  The Methodist connection was particularly important – because it was at a Methodist Youth Club 
that she really got to know David. 
 
They fell in love, were married and celebrated their 58th wedding anniversary just the day before she died.. 
 
They were greatly blessed by their children Simon and Richard and by their grandchildren Kathryn, Leo and 
Grace. 
 
After the boys were born, when Mary returned to work, she had a change of career and became a librarian.  
She worked for the Swindon Library service for a number of years and later worked in Yatton Library retiring 
about 20 years ago. 
  
After their marriage Mary and David lived first in Swindon, then in a village on the outskirts before moving to  
Exmouth in Devon. From there they moved to Weston-super-Mare where they stayed for a year while they 
were waiting for their house in Yatton to be ready for them to move in which they did in 1968. 
 
Mary continued with her sport although for more than four decades she had to battle against the Multiple 
Sclerosis which eventually  somewhat curtailed her activities. 
 
But she never gave up living life to the full – sheer determination kept her going. She didn‘t complain, she 
didn‘t let it get her down or defeat her. She played the organ in Kenn Church for 20 years and also played 
here in Yatton from time to time, particularly for evensong, a service she loved. 
 
As well as playing for services she also played the piano for the Yatton Choral Society. 
 
She only gave up her place at the keyboard about three years ago when arthritis in her hands meant she 
couldn‘t maintain the highest of standards she always demanded of herself. 
 
Her other great love was her garden and she kept working at that. She was knowledgeable and skilful and 
the garden she created was always a picture. It was a pride and joy and she grew flowers and vegetables. 
 
In the home she was a first rate cook. 
 
So many talents . . . it‘s impossible to detail everything. Everyone here will have their own memories and 
their own thanksgivings, which you can share over refreshments in the Chapter House after this service. 
 
A wife, mother, grandmother and friend; a skilled musician; a talented sportswomen; a gardener; a cook; but 
above all and undergirding all a woman of Faith. 
 
And a woman who through her life knew the promise of Christ and now knows it more clearly, that  ―In my 
Father‘s house are many mansions.  I go to prepare a place for you.‖ 
 
We know a place has been prepared for Mary since before the beginning of time and, accompanied by our 
love and our prayers, she now occupies that place.  
 
May she rest in peace – and rise in glory. 
 
Amen. 
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Mary Holmes 26th September 1935 - 26th February 2014 
 
On 11th March, folk from Kenn went to St Mary's to say farewell to their lovely friend Mary Holmes. 
We were all both sad that she had left us, but thankful that her epic battle with her illness was over.  
 
It was a battle, rather than a struggle, because until recently, Mary fought and won, in that there 
was little in her life that reflected her health concerns, except for the enduring love and support she  
received from David. 
 
Mary played the organ at St John's for many years, turning up in all weathers for services, 
weddings and funerals.  
 
She was always patient, I will always remember her for coming to Kenn on some freezing 
December days to play for Crib Service rehearsals when she could have been in the warm at 
home. 
 
I thought the folk at St Mary's got the service, taken by John Andrews, 'just right', the choir marked 
their respect and affection for a musical companion, but the service was pitched beautifully, a true 
reflection of a charming lady. 
 

 
Julia Bush 
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“SIX TAILORS” FOR KENN’S ORGANIST 
 

Our bell,  at Kenn, was rung late morning on 11th March, the day of Mary Holmes‘ funeral and 
Memorial Service, which was at Yatton at 1.00pm. St. Mary‘s church was full.  
 
Mary had been a dear friend to many at Kenn, and organist there for over 20 years retiring only, as 
John Andrews said in the service, when she could no longer meet the high standard she set herself, 
due to arthritis in her fingers.  
 
The six tailors (‗tellers‘) for a woman were sounded before and after one toll of the bell for each of 
her 78 years. (For a man it was an ancient custom to sound nine ‗tellers‘, hence Dorothy Sayer‘s 
novel ―The Nine Tailors‖).  
 
David and Mary had celebrated their 58th wedding anniversary the day before she died.            
Some years ago Mary had been pleased to assist me to determine the note of Kenn church bell 
(which is 200 years old next year). 
 
At Yatton the listed ancient bell from Writhlington was set tolling before the service.  This bell, (and I 
think its cost of installation and electrification) had been gifted by a parishioner at the time of Dick 
Acworth‘s incumbency. It was detailed on the website www.churchcare.co.uk/bells.php but when I 
looked recently this site seems to have disappeared, so I could not get the date of its casting.*   
 
Unfortunately the bell is not well positioned so can only be heard close to the church. However this 
is quite acceptable for a funeral, although its high note is not particularly appropriate for mourning. I 
think its use at Mary‘s service was the first I can recall.  
 
May she rest in peace and, with its sound and that of our Kenn bell being lowered after the final 
‗tellers‘, rise in glory.        
 

Geoff Marchant 
 
* Since writing the above I have been directed by ‗those in the know‘ to a couple of different bell 
websites where the Yatton ‗Sanctus‘ bell (ex Writhlington) is shown as being believed to be of circa 
1399, or basically14th century, which means that it is 400 to 500 years older than our Kenn bell, 
though at 1 ¾ cwt it is significantly lighter (Kenn‘s is approx 5 ¾ cwt.). 

Margaret’s Mutterings 
 
Irene Stowell -  We send our best wishes to Irene Stowell who is in hospital at the time of writing - 
we are all looking forward to having her safely home again. 
 

Proud mother-in-law  moment -  
 
Q‘s wife Rev. Jody Stowell is being installed as incumbent of St. Michael and All Angels at Harrow 
Weald on Thursday 24th April - John and I plan to be at  the service. 
 
News & Views copy for May as soon as possible, please  - thanks to everyone who contributes to 
keeping Kenn such a super village. 
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 Neighbourhood Watch 
 
Received 17th March 
 
This is a general message for information of 
schemes and members if you think appropriate. 
 
We have had contact from a local organisation 
known as Senior Community Link - a group set up 
by North Somerset Council to spread information 
and receive feedback on adult services etc. 
Their theme for 2014 surrounds the over 80 age 
group and the problems they encounter in the 
community. 
 
They wish to raise awareness and work with the 
community and other agencies to improve quality of life. 
If you or any of your members are interested to hear more about the work of this 
organisation please contact Barbara Seaton on 01934-620391 
(barbara@barbaraseaton.com 
 
Message from PCSO Michele Barrett 8487 at Weston Police Station. 
Further to my last message over the weekend. People receiving phone calls from 
people claiming to be the Police.  When you call 101 to verify if they are 
genuine please call from a mobile or another line. It could be that they haven`t 
cleared the line and you may still be speaking to them. 
 
 
Received 19th March 
 
Over the past couple of days there have been several reports of fraud occurring, 
predominantly in the North Somerset area but it is possible that this will occur 
in other parts of Somerset. 
 
Essentially retired persons appear to be targeted with a phone call.  The caller 
purports to be from the police and indicates there has been a problem with the 
use of their bank card.  The caller asks the victim to call them back and gives 
a number.  The end result of this is that a number of people have so far been 
conned out of several thousand pounds - each. 
 
Police are investigating this matter however your assistance is also requested: 
(a) to encourage anyone subject of such a matter in the last few days to contact 
the police immediately - using the 101 number. 
(b) to encourage residents receiving an unsolicited call from someone alleging 
to be from the police to take care.  If they ask you to call them back on a 
number please do not do so.  The number for the Avon and Somerset Constabulary 
switchboard is 101 and this is the number that should be used if anyone is   
subject of this type of telephone call. 
 

Thanks to our Neighbourhood Watch contact Colin Bedford for this. 
 

mailto:barbara@barbaraseaton.com
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  Kenn Parish Council  
 

Chairman’s chat 
 

Not much to report this month 
 
We have had the poppy seed and it has been distributed so we await a marvellous show of poppies 
later in the year, although I understand it‘s not that simple to get them to grow!  
 
We have some left over if anyone needs some, contact Kate or myself. 
 
The village looks marvellous with all the spring flowers out and now that the grass can be mown. 
 
Rob has been liaising with the people in North Somerset for further work on the verges, but they are 
a lot better. 
 
St Modwen‘s remains on the radar, we are monitoring the situation at each meeting, we hope for an 
update at the next meeting.  Next meeting is April 7

th
, do come along. 

 
Cheers for now,          
 

Sheila Naish 

HOUSE CLEARANCE SALE for Becky 
Saturday 5

th
 April 10am – 4pm 

Sunday 6
th

 April 10am – 1pm 
 

Moorside Farm, Ham Lane,  
Kingston Seymour 

 

 

Many will remember Becky, who lost both her parents, most recently her mum, Jill, who died just 
over a year ago.  Becky and her guardians have been gradually clearing the house and garden, 
which will eventually be sold.  There is still a need to dispose of the many remaining household 
items. 
Those who know Becky, and who knew Jill, will appreciate the need to raise as much money as 
possible from the sale of the house and contents, so that Becky will have the best possible financial 
basis upon which to build a future for herself, without parents to support her, as she faces her last 
year of A levels, and then fulfils her dream of going to university. 
The house clearance sale will be held on the weekend of Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th April (date changed), which we hope will 

be supported by as many people as possible.  

The sale will include furniture for the study, drawing room, dining room and bedroom and includes desks, book cases, chairs,   

tables, side tables and footstools.  Also ceramics and glassware, china and cutlery, tableware and table linen, pictures, mirrors, 

garden items, bric-a-brac and much more.  There will be refreshments for sale. 

Please email Jane at:  jlumkin@rocketmail.com should you wish to have details sent to you when available. 

mailto:jlumkin@rocketmail.com
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